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ith the December 21 rebroadcast of The Christmas
Jhe
Shoes approaching, CBS has announced that it has
Christmas
optioned Donna Vanliere's second book, The Christmas
2>71 es s i n g .
Blessing, as a Movie of the Week. The Christmas Blessing is set to
broadcast in December 2004. The producer of The Christmas Shoes,
Craig Anderson-Beth Grossbard Productions, will produce the second
movie as well.
The December 2002 broadcast of The Christmas Shoes, based on
/Jonna 1' an/J i ere
Donna's first New York Times best-seller by the same name, was the
highest-rated Movie of the Week for CBS in 2002. Its success was the primary reason why CBS
chose to rebroadcast the movie this December. "It was humbling when CBS optioned Shoes in
2001, and even more so as we were involved in the production in Nova Scotia. But the success
of it was mind-boggling. Only God could orchestrate such an impact," shared Vanliere, a 1989
Cedarville grad. "And then to think that they wanted to do the same with Blessing. Inever
imagined that would happened!"
Sales of The Christmas Blessing took off quickly upon its release on October 28. "My publisher
saw the perfect opportunity for a sequel following the success of Shoes, which, can you believe,
sold more than a half-million copies. Ispent the early part of this year finishing the Blessing
manuscript," Vanliere noted. "Blessing takes place many years later when Nathan Andrews, the
young boy who purchases the Christmas shoes for his dying mother, is now in medical school
and learns more lessons of faith through a sick young girl. Will as many buy Blessing as they did
Shoes? Only God knows that. But writing the story stretched me in new ways, so the growth He
allowed me to experience paid dividends to me."
She continued, "God is able to do so much more than
we could ever dream on our own if we just step aside and
let Him work. On the day my husband, Troy, and Idecided
that adoption was the only way we could have children,
we knew that God would have to provide the resources
to pay for the adoption, but we never dreamed that God
would provide that income in this way. One of our greatest
challenges as believers is that we believe we're too small
or unworthy to do anything of significance, but God can
use us. God wants to use our gifts and abilities if we let
'-------=-----' Him. I am so glad I let all mine go for God!"
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It was humbling when CBS
optioned "Shoes" in 2001, and even
more so as we were involved in the
p roduction in Nova Scotia.
But the success of it was mindboggling. Only God could
orchestrate such an impact.
,. ., Donna Vanliere

G race Vanliere, the "blessing"
of Donna's writing
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• The safety of our students and
alumni who are serving in the
military. Also remember those who
will be separated from family and
friends during the holidays.
• Our seniors who anticipate a
December graduation. Pray that God
will direct them in their search for
employment or their pursuit of
graduate studies.
• Abundant opportunities for our
students to minister to others during
their Christmas break. Pray that
that their words and actions will be
Christ-honoring.

Calendar of Events
December
9-12

Final Exams

January
6- 8

Missions Conference

edarville University has a current enrollment of 2,996 students for
the 2003 Fall Semester. Did you know that 918 of these students are
freshmen? Now that they have a few months' experience as college
students, we asked several of these freshmen to share their impressions of life at
Cedarville.

C

Steven Clemons
Electronic Media
Salem, VA
I like chapel. It's early enough in the day that you can get your focus
back on God and allow Him to do His will during the rest ofyour
day. Chapel is an awesome time for the entire student body and
faculty to come together to worship God as a family. The speakers are
always diverse, but all are convicting and motivating. They bring new
perspectives on Scripture and how to apply it. Every day, I look forward to growing more.

Kathryn McCay
Graphic Design
Calhoun, TN
The professors are most definitely instrumental in forming my
perception of Cedarville. They are extremely nice and willing to help.
They stand behind the University in everything and are never critical
or judgmental of the school. Most ofall, they have an incredible love for
God and a desire to do His will. This is evident in the way they teach, u..J.J.LU.L...tJILL.Uo..1.1-.LJ.L..LJ
act, and live. Our professors are the best in America, but then, I am biased.

15-16 Trustee Meetings
30-31 Winter Drama:
The Masque ofBeauty
and the Beast

Daniel Basham
Youth Ministries/Christian Education
Greenville, SC

February

My favorite part of Cedarville would have to be my friends. I have an
awesome circle offriends who love God and know the importance of
a relationship with Him. I also enjoy the chapels. The worship music
is great, and we have had some amazing people come to preach. My
favorite so far has been Mark Cahill. I heard him speak several years
ago, and it was good to hear him again. I really needed to hear what he had to say.

5-7

Winter Drama:
The Masque ofBeauty
and the Beast
6-7
Li'l Sibs Weekend
13-14 Song of Solomon
Conference
Day of Prayer
25

Contact Update By:
Letter
Annual Fund Office
Attn: Jennifer Clingan
251 N. Main Street
Cedarville, OH 45314

Phone

Fax

937-766-7801

937-766-7704

E-mail
annualfund@cedarville.edu

Kara Robertson
Nursing
Spokane, WA
When my school guidance counselor first approached me about
Cedarville, my first impression was that it was a strong Christian
university with an impressive academic standing. Now that I am a
student here, I have found those impressions to be true. The professors
make the courses challenging, which accounts for the strong academic programs. And there
are so many opportunities to get involved; it makes college life much more enjoyable.

Conforming to Christ
R~chel M~rle~

As more time passed, my questions turned into anger and bitterness I'm
h d
·
.
. ·
as ame . toeven remember the words that Isrnd to God in those nights alone in
~y hospital room, but Iam here to tell you that the promise of I Timothy 2:13
1s true. When we are faithless, He is faithful.
In time, Irealized Imust desire God more than His blessings. Psalm 37:4
grewup in a loving Christian home, and my parents madesure we
says that if we delight ourselves in the Lord, He will give us the desires of our
were always at church. We went to a Christian school, and Ilovedtobe
heart. If we are truly delighting ourselves in Him, He will be the primary desire
involved in everything. But when Ilooked at the world around me
of our heart. God took a girl whose life was
Inoticed people in my church and school
filled with ashes, and He gave her beauty in
who had experienced difficult circumstances.
return. He did that by changing my perspective
Ifigured that God must have been purging
of who He is and by transforming the desires
sin from their lives. My family and Iloved
of my heart. He had to bring me to the point
the Lord, and He would never let that happen
where Iwas able to say that Idesired a
to US.
relationship with Him more than anything else
But on December 17, 1999, mywhole
- more than my ability to walk, more than a
perspective changed. On that day, my family
few more years with my sister, and more than
and Iwere driving to Florida to spend the
having a physically healthy mom.
Christmas holiday with our family. As we
God is not obligated to tell us why He
neared the Kentucky and Tennessee border,
allows trials tocome into our lives. If He told
my dad fell asleep at the wheel.
us why, how would we learn to trust Him? He
When he awakened, he overcompensated,
wants us to fully and completely trust Him,
causing our van to flip four times down a hill.
and He is working to conform our lives to the
My brother, David, was tossed into the van's
image of Christ. When we remember that we
ceiling. Afterward, he had sore muscles and
can take joy in our trials.
needed stitches in his legs. My dad suffered a
It's true that many people look at me
broken arm and a gashon his head.
with pity. They don't need to pity me; they
However, the ladies in our family didn't
need to praise God and see that He desires a
do as well. Mymom and sister, Heather,
relationship with me enough to allow trials in
were both thrownout of the van. My mom
my life. He is helping me be more conformed to His image.
had many internal injuries, and the doctors didn't thinkshe would survive.
God gives us beautiful sunsets, flowers, smiles, and laughter. He gave His
Thankfully, she did. Heather also suffered from internal injuries, but the Lord saw
Son who died on the cross. He gives us trials - beautiful trials to conform us
fit to take her home with Him.
to His image.
As for me, Ireceived aspinal cord injury. My Ll vertebrae burst, cutting my
My primary purpose in life is to be conformed to the image of Christ. If my
spinal cord in different places. Ican move my legs a little bit, but Ican't jump
goal is anything else, Iwill be disappointed when trials come my way. AsJim
up and walk. Basically, Iwill be in a wheelchair for the rest of my life.
Elliot once said, "He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain what he
Obviously, the accident was the hardest thing Ihad ever been through in my
cannot lose."
life. Itruly just clung to God. But as the days turned into weeks, my thoughts
changed to questions. Why did God allow thisto happen? Did Ido something
wrong? Is God truly not loving?
a junior organizational communication and comprehensive
Bible ma1or, ts currently the vice president of the Student Government
Association. Earlier this semester, she spoke in chapel and shared her
testimony of how God used a tragic accident to bring her closer to Him.
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A Slightly Different Twist on
''In Giving You Receive''

Y

ou learned it as a child that it is better to give than
to receive. The Bible takes it a step further and
teaches us that it is actually in the act ofgiving that
we receive. Each of us has experienced the joy that comes
from offering a gift, expecting nothing in return.
Giving is one of the most powerful acts in which an
individual can engage.
For most who learn to value the real spirit of giving,
another concept takes root: the concept of stewardship.
When you combine an awareness of stewardship with
the spirit of giving, the result is a lasting one, and one
that adds a very tangible dimension to the "in giving you
receive" theme. An excellent example of this idea is the
Charitable Gift Annuity.

A Glimpse At The Benefits of
The Charitable Gift Annuity
The CGA, as it is known, is actually a legal contract
between a donor(s) and a qualified charitable institution
like Cedarville University. This contract has two parts. The
first is the backbone of the whole idea: a charitable gift.
The second, as the name implies, is an annuity, an annual
payment from Cedarville University to the individual(s)
making the gift. In short, a donor makes a gift to
Cedarville, and Cedarville agrees to annual payments
(usually for the life of the donor).
Because of the underlying charitable nature of this
contract, the donor receives a number of uniquely
charitable tax benefits, including an income tax deduction
at the time the CGA is initialized. In addition, when the
CGA is funded with certain types of appreciated assets,
there is a partial bypass of applicable capital gains tax, and
a portion of each income payment is considered to be
"return of principal" and is tax-free to the donor.
The rate for annuity payments is determined by the age
of the donor with more senior individuals receiving rates
as high as 11.3%. Upon the death of the donor, the value
of the CGA contract becomes the charitable gift, leaving
a lasting statement of the philanthropic intent and the
nature of the agreement.
\
_J

So, a decision to take action today resulting in a gift
to charity in the future means that a donor receives tax
savings as well as what is often an increase in income and
higher overall return on a specific asset - an unexpected
tangible testimony to the fact that in giving you really
do receive!

Earl & Georgianna M iller (cenrer) celebrate their
60th wed di ng ann iversary wi th their fam ily.

Earl and Georgianna Miller
We love Cedarville University. Our son is a faculty member, and his wife serves on
staff. We alsohave twograndchildren attending Cedarville, as do manyof our friends.
It is great toknowour family is supporting aministry that trains 3,000 choice students
to achieve excellence in more than 100 academic areas. More importantly, each
student is required to complete aminor in Bible and attend daily chapel services.
We feel this is the key to the success of the University and will equip the students to
serve and glorify the Lord Jesus Christ, in view of Eternity (Eccl. 12: 13, 14).
We had already enjoyed supporting Cedarville through annual gifts for many years
when we decided to fund a Charitable Gift Annuity. We were attracted to the high rates
of return, which were far greaterthan most other investments, such as CD's and savings
accounts. We also enjoyed the tremendous tax benefits.
Georgianna and Ireceive areal blessing in giving to aneedy cause. As the ale'
saying goes:
"Do your givin' while you're livin'. Then you're knowin' where it's gain'."

Contact the Office of
Gift Planning
Office of
Gift Planning
Cedarville University
251 N. Main Street
Cedarville, OH 45314
giftplanning@cedarville.edu

l -800-766 -1115
Dave Bartlett or
Kim Longo
l -937 -766-7 628

Gift Planning
A Burden for Students
Brittany Smith '00 writes of her experience
in establishing the Jewels for Students
Scholarship earlier this year. Her annuallyfunded scholarship helps students who have
exhausted all other forms offinancial aid,
including scholarships, grants, and federal
student loans.

faithfulness. Anonymously rewarding those
students who showed more trust then I had
ever witnessed was exciting.
A couple years after graduating,
I contacted a former professor at Cedarville
and asked him if he knew of any students
who had financial need. He said there were
a couple on his heart, but he directed me to
Imagine you are off to a $20,000-a-year
the office of gift planning. I quickly made
school. You worked your head off over
an appointment with Kim Longo. I was
the summer and saved a humbling amount
astonished when Kim told me that I could start my own
of money -just enough to get you by for the first
semester. You do not know how you are going to pay for scholarship with my own criteria. Not only could I give
expression to the things that were close to my heart, I
one year, much less four. Nevertheless, you pack your
could help students in need.
bags and make the journey to Cedarville.
I have since received letters of amazing gratitude from
Could you do that? I don't think I could!
the two Cedarville students who received a portion of
In fact, I did not have to. I walked across that stage
and held my diploma debt-free. But I was the exception. my gifts. Their joy over what I thought was a humble
gift was a true testimony to the Lord's work!
I did not realize it until I noticed some of my best
Today I am working as a software instructor for a
friends being tormented by warnings of overdue tuition.
In one instance, a friend suffered from severe symptoms wonderful company in Cincinnati, Ohio. However, with
the recent market conditions, I, like many others, have
of stress because she could not pay her bills unless she
worked two jobs on top of maintaining an exceptionally found myself struggling to pay my bills. In fact, I have
had to pick up a second job to make ends meet. Even
high GPA and serving in leadership positions to retain
so, I have continued to send gifts to students through my
eligibility for various scholarships.
scholarship fund.
During my junior year, a friend received an e-mail
During the past two years, it has been a remarkable
stating she would be required to pay her outstanding
lesson to experience the same kind of faith my friends
tuition by the end of Spring Break. My friend missed
went through during their times of financial need.
that e-mail and left with her Spring Break Ministry
Yet, I have found with awe and amazement, that
Team without a thought. She returned from the weekwhile I continue to be diligent in giving to students
long mission trip to the horrifying reality that her time
at Cedarville, the Lord has been just as diligent in
at Cedarville had come to an abrupt end. She helplessly
providing for me.
went to the tuition office only to find out that someone
Cedarville University joins Brittany in her concern for
had anonymously deposited enough money into her
account while she was away to keep her there another
students who struggle to pay for their college expenses.
While many help "Bridge the Gap" of $530 for each
quarter.
It was then that I saw the wonderful rewards of
student, we ask you to consider how you might help
students through additional scholarships. Like Brittany,
faithfulness. It was then that I knew I wanted to be a
part of it. I obviously did not have very much money
you can establish your own scholarship with annual
gifts or an endowment. You can also contribute toward
while I was at Cedarville, but when I did get personal
an existing scholarship fund. Please contact Dave or
monetary gifts from my aunt and my grandma, I used
Kim in the office of gift planning for more information.
them to make anonymous gifts to other students in
need. I truly enjoyed being a part of God's awesome
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ark Cahill, author of The One Thing You Can't Do
In Heaven, addressed the student body in chapel.
God led Cahill into full-time evangelism, and he encourages
and challenges Christians to focus on reaching the unsaved
for Christ.

M

Every second, seven people die. By the time you go to sleep
tonight, 600,000 people will have walked out into eternity.
The question is, do you care? Do you care enough to do
something about if?
If you don't do something about it, you don't care. That's
the problem we have here in America. We swear that we care,
but we don't want to engage anyone in a conversation about
eternity.
What's it going to take for you to get out of your comfort
zone? When will we get to the point that we realize that our
God is worth any price we might have to pay for speaking
about Him?
One day Irealized that sharing the gospel is not listed in
the Bible as agift of the spirit. It is an issue of obedience or
disobedience. The Bible talks about two types of sin. The sin
of commission, or commiting, and the sin of omission. One of
the greatest sins we as Christians can commit is not sharing
salvation with a world that needs it. How selfish are we?
Can aChristian make aselfish choice? Honestly, we spend
most of our time making selfish choices. What is the danger
of making aselfish choice? If we do not engage the culture,
the culture will engage you. When we sit back in our Christian
colleges and Bible studies and do not share wharf we have
learned, we hand our culture over to Satan.
Just remember that when we are in heaven, we will never
have the chance again to witness.
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ary Habegger, former vice president for human resources and
administration at the Goodrich Cooperation, has been named
the first Executive-in-Residence of the department of business
administration at Cedarville University.
"The department of business administration is excited about the opportunity
for our students and faculty to interact with Gary Habegger through the
Executive-in-Residence program," said Ron Walker, chair of the department of
business administration. "Gary has contacts and corporate experience that can
translate into additional opportunities for our students to be informed more
fully about professional career choices and to network better with business
professionals in their fields of study."
Habegger will visit campus five to six times a year for one to two days
at a time. During his one-year term as Executive-in-Residence, his activities
could include teaching undergraduate classes, conducting seminars, interacting
with the campus community, presenting an open forum to the University, and
meeting with alumni.
The Executive-in-Residence program is designed to bring senior-level executives to campus to enrich the learning
environment of undergraduate business majors, foster working relationships between business leaders and faculty,
and provide faculty and staff with new ideas and perspectives on how to serve the business community.
For more information about the Executive-in-Residence program or the department of business administration,
call 937-7 66-7910.

G

S tu dents Appreciate
Re creat i o n C ente r
The University family is now making use of the new
Recreation Center. Dr. Don Callan, dean of the School of
Health and Human Performance, said, "Because of the nature
and location of our campus, this building is something we
really needed. It's going to have a huge impact. We want the
students to take care of their heart, mind, and body while
they are at Cedarville."
And the response has been great. Junior psychology major
Ben Waddell shared, "I use the Recreation Center all the time.
I'm in there lifting weights and running three times a week,
and the equipment is really nice. I think it was an addition
that our campus desperately needed."
"It's long overdue, and they've done a great job [with the
building]," said Ethan Frye, asenior psychology major.
"Personally, I want to go into law enforcement, so having a
nice place to stay in shape is very helpful for me."
Inside the Center, students find a 40-foot climbing wall,
flanked by free weights, cardiovascular machines, an aerobics
room, racquetball courts, and other areas for exercise. Beyond
the climbing wall, students discover a 60,000 square foot

recreation area, which will allow for a variety of indoor sports.
Also, University Medical Services has taken up residence
in the new building; so have athletic training facilities and
faculty/staff offices.
Students who previously had to travel to nearby Central
State University to exercise are thankful for the convenience
of having afitness facility on campus. "[Having the Center
here] is a real improvement," noted junior nursing major
Casey O'Neal.

Web Site Informa tio n
Want to give a gift online? Visit our Web site at www.cedarville.edu.
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